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WHY COMMUNISM FAILS



Karl Marx and the Egg
u

- History of revolution
- Intellectual response
- Practical perspective

MARX SUGGESTS YOU CAN’T MAKE AN OMELET WITHOUT BREAKING A FEW 
EGGS.  CRITICS SUGGEST COMMUNISTS ARE GREAT AT BREAKING THE EGGS
BUT NEVER SEEM TO GET AROUND TO MAKING THE OMELET.  



Welcome to the revolution
KA RL  MARX ,  A  19TH-CENTURY  GERMAN PHILOSOPHER,  ECONOMIST,  AND  
POL I T ICAL THEOR IS T,  P ROFOUNDLY  INF LUENCED THE  H IS TORY  OF REVOLUT ION 
WI TH H I S CR IT IQUE  OF  CA PI TAL I SM AN D V IS ION  FOR A CLA SS L ESS  SOC IET Y.  

H I S  S EM INAL  WORK S , THE  COMMUNI ST  MANIF ESTO AND  DAS  KA PI TAL , OUT L INED  
THE  TH EORY  OF H IS TORICAL  MATER IAL I SM ,  ARGU ING THAT CLA SS  S TRUGGLE  
DRI VES  SOC IETAL CHAN GE .  MARX  B EL I EVED THAT  THE  PROL ETA RIAT  WOULD

INEV ITA BLY OVERTH ROW THE  BOURG EO IS I E ,  L EADI NG TO THE  ABOL IT ION OF 
PRI VATE  PROPERT Y AN D THE  ES TAB L I SH MEN T OF A COMMUNIS T  SOC IET Y.  

H I S  ID EAS  INSP IRED  REVOLUT IONARY  MOVEMENTS  WORL DW IDE , INCLUD ING THE  
RUSSI AN REVOLUT ION OF 1917,  AND  CONT INUE  TO SH APE  POL I T ICAL  A ND 
ECONOMIC  DI SCOURSE .

COMMUN I STS  SE E  COMMUN I SM AS  AN  I NEV ITAB LE SOCI E TAL  OUTCOME .   T HE R EVOLUT ION IS 

ALWAYS J US T A  BREATH AWAY  …   BUT T HE REVOLUT ION  NEVER COMES .

THE  QUES T ION  I S WHY ?  



The Frankfurt School
A MULT ID ISC IP L INARY  APPROACH  DRAWING  ON MA RX ISM ,  P S YCHOANA LYS IS ,

PH I LOSOPHY,  AND  SOCI OLOGY  TO CR IT IQUE  A ND CHAN GE  SOCI ETY, NOT  JU ST  
UNDERSTAND  I T.

CR IT ICAL  THEORY AIMED  TO REVEAL HOW  SYSTEMS  OF POWER  OPERATE  IN  
H IDDEN WAYS  THROUGH IDEOLOG Y,  CULTURE ,  AND  SOCI AL S TRUCTURES .

ARGUES  THAT  DOMI NANT  IDEOLOGIES  IN  CAP ITAL IS T  SOC IET IES  ARE  SUBT LE  BUT  
POWERFUL TOOLS  FOR  CON TROLL ING THOUGHT  AND  BEH AVIOR , L EADI NG TO A 

“ FALSE  CONSCI OUSN ESS "  WHERE  PEOPLE  ACCEPT  S YS T EMS  THAT  OPPRESS  THEM. 

TOM BREAKER : BUDDY.  TH E  MOVEMENT  I S  DEAD .   

WI LL IA M STRA NNIX : Y ES , OF COURSE !  HENCE  THE  NA ME :  MOVEMENT.  I T MOVES  A CERTA IN D IS TANCE ,  
THEN I T  STOPS,  YOU SEE? A REVOLUT ION G ETS  I T S  N AME B Y  ALWAYS  COMING  BACK AROUND  IN YOUR  
FACE .

- TOMMY  LEE  JON ES - UNDER  S IEG E

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0541576/?ref_=tt_ch
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000169/?ref_=tt_ch


The Frankfurt School – Key Figures
MAX HORKHEIMER :  FOR MULATED CR I T ICAL THEORY  AS  A  WAY  TO  UN I TE  SOCIA L SC IE NCES  

W ITH  PH I LOSOPHY  TO CR I T IQUE POWER  STR UCTURE S  AND SOCIA L  IN JU ST IC ES .

THEODOR AD OR NO :  EX PLOR ED THE WAYS  IN  WH ICH  MASS  CU LTURE (E .G . ,  C IN EMA ,  MUS IC ,  

AND TEL EV I S ION ) SHAPES  AND PACI F I ES  IND IVIDUALS ,  L EADING  TO " THE CULTURE 

INDUSTRY "  CONCE PT.  

HER BERT  MAR CUSE :  A RGUE D THAT  ADVANCED  INDUSTR IA L SOCI E T IE S  CRE ATE A  "ONE -

DIME NS IONAL"  I NDIV IDUAL ,  LACK ING  CR I T IC AL  THOUGHT  DUE  TO  CONSUME R I SM ,  MASS  

MED IA,  AND  TE CHNOLOG ICAL RAT IONALI TY.  

MANY  IDEAS  F ROM THE  FRANKFURT  SCHOOL WERE  FOUNDATION AL TO MODERN CR ITI CA L TH EORY, 
INF LUENC ING MOV EMEN TS  L IK E  POSTMODERNISM ,  F EM IN ISM , AN D POSTCOLO NIA L S TUD IES .  THE IR  

INF LUENCE  I S V I SI BL E  I N  CON TEMPORA RY  CRIT IQUES  OF MEDI A , IDEOLOG Y,  AND  POWER DYNAMICS ,  

AS  WEL L AS  IN  ACT IV I ST  MOV EMEN TS  THAT SEEK TO QUEST ION AND  RESI S T  OPPRESS IV E  S YSTEMS .



The Frankfurt School – Key Figures
ERICH FROMM:  ANALYZED HOW  PEOPLE  OFTEN  W ILL INGLY  SUBMI T TO  AUTHORI TAR IAN I SM O UT 
OF  FEAR OF  FRE EDOM AND  UNCER TA I NTY. 

WALT ER  BEN JAM IN :  H I S E SS AY  " THE  WORK OF  ART IN  THE  AGE  OF  MECHAN I CAL RE PRODUCT ION "  
E XAMINED  HOW MASS PRODUCTI ON CHANGES AR T ’ S SOC IAL  FUNCT ION ,  STR I PP ING IT  OF  I TS 

“AURA” (I TS UN IQUE  P RE SENCE)

JÜRGEN HAB ERMAS :  ARGUED  THAT R AT IONAL  COMMUN I CAT I ON COULD FOSTER DEMOCRACY  AND  

MUTUAL  UNDERS TANDI NG .  H I S FOCUS  SH I FTED AWAY FROM PE SS IM I SM TOWA RD T HE 

POS SIB IL I TY OF  DEMOCRAT IC  D ISCOURSE  I N  MODERN SOC IE TY.

THE  FRANKFURT SCHOOL  HAS HAD  A  LAS T ING  IMPACT ON F I E LD S LI KE  SOC IOLOGY,  P H ILOSOPHY,  

POL I T ICAL  S CI ENCE ,  CULT URAL  ST UD IE S ,  AND MED IA  T HEOR Y. ITS  CRI T I QUES  OF  CONSUMER ISM ,  

MASS  MEDI A ,  AND  THE  E ROS ION OF  I NDI V IDUAL AUTONOMY  RE SONATE  WI TH CONTEMPORAR Y 
ANALYS ES  OF  SOC IAL  MED IA  AND G LOBAL  CAP ITAL I SM .



Communism targets basic needs
1 – FOOD AND WATER
2 - SHELTER

3 – HEALTHCARE
4 - EDUCATION
5 - EMPLOYMENT
6 – SOCIAL BELONGING

7 - SECURITY

COMMUNIST THEORY EMPHAS IZES  THE  COLLECT IVE  SAT IS FACTION  OF  THESE NEEDS  WITHOUT  CL ASS 
H IERARCHIES ,  A IM ING TO CREATE  A SOC IET Y WHERE  AL L IND IV IDUAL S CA N L I VE  WITH DI GN IT Y  A ND 
SECURI TY.  HOWEVER ,  I N  PRACTICE ,  TH E  SUCCESS  OF  COMMUNIST  S YST EMS IN MEET ING THESE  NEEDS 
HAS  VARI ED DEPEN DIN G ON H IS TORICAL , CULTURAL ,  AND  ECONOMIC  CONTE XTS.

.  



The absurdity of equality
I N  THE  SHORT  STOR Y  " HAR R I SON  BER GERON , "  VONNEGUT  IMAG INES  A  

DYSTOP IAN  FU TURE  WHERE  THE  GOVE RNMENT  ENFORCES  EQUAL I TY  B Y  

HANDICAPP ING  PEOPLE WHO ARE ABOVE AVERAGE IN  ANY  WAY.  

- STRONG PEOPLE MUST  WEAR WE IGHTS  TO  REDUCE THE I R  PHYS IC AL 

ADVANTAGE

- IN TEL L IGENT  PEOPLE  AR E F I T TE D WI TH  DEV ICE S  THAT  D I SRUPT  THE I R  

THOUGHTS

- BE AUT I FU L PE OPL E WE AR MASKS  TO OBSCURE  THE IR  A PPE AR ANCE

THE STOR Y  C R I T IQUES  THE EX TREMES  OF  E NFORCED EQUAL I TY  AND  E XPLOR ES  THEME S  OF  

INDIV IDUAL ITY,  F REE DOM, AND  THE  DANGERS  OF GOVER NME NT  OVE RREACH .  



Why does Communism fail in the West
1 .  STR ONG I NDIV IDUAL I S T  CULTURES

2 . ECONOMIC  P ROSP ER IT Y AND  CAP I TAL ISM 'S  SUCCESS

3 . POL IT ICAL  INS T I TUT IONS  AND STAB IL I TY

4 . ANT I -COMMUN I ST SENT IMENT  AND PROPAGANDA

5 . DI VER SE  AND  FRAGMENTED  LEFT IS T MOVEMENTS

6 . INFLUENCE  OF  WEALTHY EL I TE S

7.  GLOBAL I ZAT I ON AND  OPEN MARKET S

OF  ALL  T HE FACTOR S,  I T  IS  WESTERN CONCEPTS  OF  I NDI V IDUAL I SM T HAT PR EVENT  

TRADI T I ONAL COMMUN ISM FROM TAK I NG HOLD.   IN  WES TERN SOCI E T IE S IT I S  MORE OFT EN  

ABOUT GET T I NG AHEAD OF  OT HER S THAN JUST GE TT I NG AHEAD.   



Well Educated, Industrious, 
Rich and Democratic



The West is WEIRD
ANALYT IC AL  TH INK ING :  WEIRD PEOPL E TEND TO V I EW  OB JE CTS  AND RELAT IONSHI PS  I N  
I SO LAT ION ,  WH I LE  NON -WEIRD SOCI ET I E S  TH INK  MORE  HOL IST IC ALLY,  CO NS IDER ING  THE 
BROADER CONTE XT.

INDI VID UAL ISM :  PERS ONAL ACH I EVEMENTS ,  SE LF -RE LIANCE ,  AND  AUTONOMY ARE  
EMPHAS I Z ED MORE IN  WE IRD  SOC I ET I ES  THAN IN  K IN -BASED  ONES .

TRUST  AND FA IR NE SS :  WE I RD SOCI ET I ES  TE ND  TO  TRUST  STRANGER S  MORE  AND ARE  MORE  
INCL INE D TO FOL LOW ABSTRACT  RU LE S  AND  L AWS ,  UNLIKE K IN -BASED  SOC I ET I ES ,  WHERE  
TRU ST  IS  RE SERVED  FOR FAM I LY  AND C LOSE SOCIA L NETWOR KS .

WE IRD PEOPL E—WESTERN ,  E DUCATE D,  I NDUSTR IAL I ZE D ,  R ICH ,  AND  DEMOCR AT IC —ARE 

PSYCHOLOG ICAL OUTL I ERS  COMPAR ED TO  THE  R EST  OF  THE WORLD .  THERE  ARE 

DI F F ERENCES  IN  HOW WEIRD INDIV IDUAL S  PE RCE IVE  FA I RNESS ,  MORAL ITY ,  COOPER AT ION ,  

AND INDIVIDUALI TY.



A Grand Narrative
WE I RD  SOCI ETIES  TH INK  A ND BEHAVE  IN WAYS  THAT ARE  UN IQUE  COMPARE D                  
TO MOST  HUMAN POPULAT IONS  THROUGHOUT  H IS TORY.  THEY  TEND  TO BE  MO RE  
IND IV I DUAL IS TI C,  ANALYTICAL , AN D RULE -OR IENTED.  

THESE  CH ARACTERI ST ICS  EMERG ED FROM HIS TORICAL  AND  CULTURAL  CH ANG ES ,  
PART ICULARLY  DUE  TO THE  CATHOLIC  CHURCH’ S IN FLUENCE  IN EUROPE ,  W HICH D ISRUPTED  
TRA DIT IONA L K IN -BASED SYSTEMS  BY  PROMOT ING MONOGA MOUS  MARRI AGE ,  BANNIN G 
COUS IN MARRIAG E , AND  WEAK ENING  CL AN TI ES.

THESE  SH IFT S  L ED TO GREATER  EMPHAS IS  ON NUCLEA R FAMIL I ES ,  PERSON AL  RESPONS IBI L I T Y,  
AND  IND IV IDUAL  R IGHTS ,  WHICH FOSTERED IN DEPENDENT  TH IN KING  A ND A REL IAN CE  ON 
FORMAL IN ST I TUT IONS  L IKE  MARKETS  AND  L AWS .  

OVER T IME ,  THESE  CULTURAL CHANGES  CONTR IBUTED  TO THE  DEV ELOPMEN T OF MODERN  
INST I TUTI ONS , SC IENCE ,  DEMOCRACY, AND  ECONOMIC  PROSPER IT Y.

HENR ICH ’ S  BOOK  CH ALLEN GES  THE  ASSUMPTION  THAT  H UMA N PSYCHOLOGY  I S  UN IVERSAL .  I NSTEAD ,  
I T  SHOWS  THAT  WESTERN WAYS  OF TH INK ING ARE  CULTURA LLY  UN IQUE ,  SH APED  BY  H IS TOR ICAL 

FORCES  RATHER THAN IN HEREN T HUMAN NATURE .  



So, communism fails …
DUE TO CULTURAL  RES I STANCE ,  CAP I TA L I ST  PROSPER I TY,  POL I T IC AL STA B I L IT Y,  AND 

FRAGME NTED L EF T IST  IDE OLOG I E S?

OR,  BE CAUSE  THE  PEOPLE DON ’T  KNOW  WHAT  I S  BEST  FOR  THE M AND ARE  IN EX PL IC ABLY  

UNW I LL ING  TO  AC T  IN  THE I R  OWN  BEST  IN TERE ST?

OR,  WESTERN  WAYS  OF TH INKING  ARE CULTURAL LY  UN IQUE ,  SHAPE D BY  H ISTOR ICAL  FORCES  

RATHE R THAN  INHE RENT  HUMAN  NATURE ? 

OR,  I ND IV IDUAL S  NOT  ONLY  WANT  BE TTER FOOD,  CLOTH ING ,  C ARS  THAN  YOU,  THEY  IN S I ST  

YOU  KNOW THEY  HAVE  BETTER  FOOD ,  CLOTH ING ,  CARS  THAN  YOU?  

HOW  FAST  DO I  NEED  TO  BE TO  GE T  AWAY F ROM AN  ANGRY  BEAR?

EASY,  I  JUST  NEE D TO BE  A  L IT TL E B I T  FASTER THAN YOU.



Individualism vs. Collectivism

Individualism

Considers the moral worth and autonomy of the 
individual as paramount. One should pursue personal 

freedom, self-reliance, and your own goals..

You

Unchecked individualism can worsen the tragedy of the commons, it can also 
contribute to solving it through innovation, institutional development, and 

responsible behavior. The key is balancing personal freedoms with collective 
needs through effective governance, cultural norms, and shared accountability .

Collectivism

Emphasizes the group, community, or society as a 
whole.  The welfare of the group is to be put above 

personal desires. 

The term ‘tragedy of the commons’ was popularized by ecologist Garrett Hardin in 1968 it describes a situation where individuals, acting in their own self-interest, 

overuse or deplete a shared resource, leading to long-term collective harm. Examples include overfishing, deforestation, and climate change.  While individuals gain the 

immediate benefits of resource exploitation, the costs are distributed across the entire group. Without regulation or cooperation, everyone suffers from resource depletion.



Book Recommendation
A  B L END  O F  SC I E NC E  F I C T I ON  A ND  PH I LO S O PHY,  S E T  I N  A  WOR L D WH ER E  

C LO I S T ER E D SCH O LA R S ,  I S O L AT ED  F ROM  SOC I E T Y,  P R E S ER VE  A ND  E X P LOR E  

K NOWL ED GE .  

WH EN  AN  E X I S T ENT I A L  T HR E AT  E ME RGE S ,  T HES E  I N T E L LE C TUAL S  M US T  

V ENTUR E  B E YON D  THE I R  WA LL S ,  CH AL L ENG I NG  T HE  B OUN DA R I E S  O F  

SC I E NC E ,  FA I T H ,  A ND  R E AL I T Y  I T S E LF.  

F I LL ED  W I T H  R I CH  WOR L D - B U I L D IN G  AN D I N T R I C AT E  I D EA S ,  AN ATHEM  

I NV I T E S  R EAD E R S  TO  Q UES T I ON  T HE  V ER Y  NATUR E  O F  E X I S T EN C E .

THIS  I S  ONE  OF TH OSE  BOOKS  THAT  I  CAN P ICK UP AN D OPEN ANYWHERE  FOR  B I T OF  
ENTERTAI NMENT AN D D IS TRACT ION .   
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